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Next generation of insurance professionals take part in 

mock hearing at Capitol 

LANSING – The insurance industry in Michigan is facing a talent crisis and continues working to 
attract young people to challenging, rewarding careers in the insurance industry. To showcase 
how government impacts the insurance sector, Insuring MI Future Coalition today hosted high 
school students studying insurance to participate in a mock Insurance Committee meeting at 
the Michigan Capitol. 

“Students want to engage in hands-on learning, and today’s mock hearing provided a way for 
talented young people to learn more about the insurance sector in the halls of the Capitol,” said 
Lori Conarton, chair of Insuring MI Future. This event allows the students to see firsthand how 
decisions at the Capitol impact the business of insurance and its consumers.” 

Invited by Rep. Tom Cochran (D-Mason) and Rep. Tom Barrett (R-Potterville), the students from 
Insurance Career and Technical Programs in Ingham, Eaton Tuscola, Saginaw and Genesee 
counties started the day with a tour of the Capitol. The students then participated in a mock 
Insurance Committee hearing, where they considered a bill to increase the frequency motorists 
can take a driver improvement course to waive points on their licenses. 

The high school insurance programs in Ingham, Eaton, Genesee, Saginaw, Tuscola counties are 
held in partnership with insurance industry members: Farm Bureau Insurance, AF Group, 
Pioneer State Mutual and Frankenmuth Mutual Insurance Company.  The programs provide 
juniors and seniors with nine free college credits, the opportunity receive an industry 
designation, job shadows and internships.  The college credit is provided through Olivet College, 
Ferris State University and Northwood University. 
 
“With 40 percent of the insurance industry workforce expected to retire in the next 10 years, 
there are many career opportunities for young talent,” said Conarton.  “The students in these 
high school insurance programs will have a head start on a challenging, rewarding and stable 
career in the insurance industry.” 

Insuring MI Future is a 501c3 organization created to facilitate and promote opportunities for 

young people to pursue challenging and rewarding careers in the insurance industry. The 

Coalition includes Insurance Alliance of Michigan, Michigan Association of Insurance Agents, 

Lansing Economic Area Partnership, Epitec, Farm Bureau, AF Group and Pioneer State Mutual 

Insurance Company. 
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