
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Friday, April 20, 2018 

Contact: Lori Conarton, (517) 371-2880 

Southeast Michigan earthquake a reminder that 

earthquake insurance is available for homeowners 

3.6-magnitude quake shook Detroit area Thursday night 

LANSING – A 3.6 magnitude earthquake centered near Amherstburg, Ontario, Canada shook 

southeast Michigan Thursday night and may leave some rattled homeowners wondering if any 

losses would be covered by their insurance. 

According to the Insurance Alliance of Michigan (IAM), damage caused by an earthquake is 

normally excluded under most homeowners or renters insurance policies. However, earthquake 

coverage is generally available as an “add-on” to a policy. 

“Earthquakes occur most frequently west of the Rockies, but it’s not out of the ordinary to have 

an earthquake in Michigan,” said Pete Kuhnmuench, executive director of the Insurance 

Alliance of Michigan. “Homeowners concerned about damage caused by an earthquake should 

reach out to their insurance company to see what add-on coverage may be available.” 

Thursday night’s earthquake was centered in Amherstburg, Ontario, Canada, about 20 miles 

from downtown Detroit.  

An earthquake insurance policy endorsement provides protection from the shaking and 

cracking that can destroy buildings and personal possessions. Earthquake coverage carries a 

deductible, generally in the form of a percentage rather than a dollar amount.   

Coverage for other kinds of damage that may result from earthquakes, such as fire and water 

damage due to burst gas and water pipes, is provided by standard home and business insurance 

policies. Cars and other vehicles are covered by the comprehensive portion of an auto 

insurance policy that also provides protection against flood and theft.  



According to the IAM, cost for earthquake coverage varies depending on the type of home or 

building. It costs less to insure frame structures against earthquakes than masonry buildings, 

since frame structures are better able to withstand tremors. 

Policyholders should contact their insurance company to determine the earthquake coverage 

options and rates they offer.  

### 

IAM is a government affairs and public information association that represents the majority of auto, 

home and business insurance companies and related organizations operating in Michigan. 

 


